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guide, it must inevitably increase until it
conquers. Here too India has begun to play
a prominent part and, if she can develop that
larger statesmanship which is not limited by
the present facts and immediate possibilities
but looks into the future and brings it nearer,,
her presence may make all the difference be-
tween a slow and timid and a bold and swift
development. A catastrophe may intervene and
interrupt or destroy what is being done., but
even then the final result is sure. For in any
case the unification is a necessity in the course
of Nature, an inevitable movement and its
achievement can be safely foretold. Its neces-
sity for the nations also is clear, for without it
the freedom of the small peoples can never be
safe hereafter and even large and powerful
nations cannot really be secure. India, if she
remains divided, will not herself be sure of her
safety. It is therefore to the interest of all
that union should take place. Only human
imbecility and stupid selfishness could prevent
it. Against that, it has been said, even the gods
strive in vain; but it cannot stand for ever
against the necessity of Nature and the Divine
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